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FRENCH INSIGNIA -
EASY TO INTERPRET

But Americans MustStudy
Sleeve of Uniform, Not
Shoulder

MANY- KINDS OF INFANTRY

Decorations Divided into Two
Classes, Individual and Col-
fective Rewards For Valor

Perhaps & year fgoe you conld not tell
the difference between u first lioutenant
and a colonel when you met them on.the
street.  You would not make a mistake
now. After yow have been in the Army
a few months all thé complicated in-
signia of the American uniform becomes
second pature and any soldier can dis-
tinguish between a major in the
gineers and a corporal in the Cavahy
at 20 paces,

You take in the means of hat cords
and chevrons-and braids on the sleeve
and insignia on the shoulder and the
collar at a glance. Anything ryou are
sccustomed to seems easy, and it is haxd
to realize that all of the markings on
our uniform are meaningless to a
Trenchmin or an Baglishman wntil he

" has taken ihe trouble fo study them wup.

In a London restanrant last month a
waiter kept calling one of our brigadier
generals “Tientenanl.” One star on
the shoulder means a second licntenant
in the British Army, =0 that the mistake
is not to be wondered at.

A Freuch soldier who Ind Just been
assigned to  Amcriean  Feadquarters
thought for a few days that all American
officers were second leutenants,  The
wis what misted him.
He ¢id not think of looking at the
shoulder, as in his own army he was ae-
vustomed to distinguish the grade of an
officer by the markings on the forcarm.

Such mistakes are less common now
than they were when American troops
first began to arrive in Yrance because
various French newspapers and maga-
zines have printed explanations of our
insignia and the French are now becom-
ing “familiar with them.

French Marklng Difficult at First

Many Americans have found it just as
diflicult to wnderstund the French uni-
forres as Frenchmen have found it fo
understand ours, and probably many of
us have been embarrassed at making
mistakes which we never would have
made if we had been able to find some
convenient esplaunation at hand. - Every
man in the Army should familiarize
himself with the insignia of our French
Allies with whom we arc¢ so constantly
in contact; and in order that we may
pever be lackihg in -military, courtesy
we shounld at least learn to distinguish
at a glance the officers whom we ought
to salute.

Universal milimry service exists in
France, even in time of peace. Every
French citizen is required to serve three
years in the active army. Affer that.
he beeomes a civilian again, but for ten
years he is Lept in the Rzeserve and then
for six years.in the Territorials and then
for six years more in {We "Perritorinl
Reserve. During these 22 vears he may
be called again inte the serviee of his
country at any time.

Under this system, France bas mobijl-
ized over 6,400,000 men since the begin-
ning of the present war. This great
army Is divided into great many more
different corps than. is the American
Army. Where we have Infantry they
have Infaniry of the line, aund Zouaves
and Algerian sharp shooters and Light
Infantry and the Foreign Legion and =o
forth, and their Cavalry is divided
into Cuirassiers, Dragoons, Light Horse
and three or four other branches, BEach
of these varions branches of the s J
has its own distinetive uniform and dis
tinetive markings in time of peace.
Since the adoption of the borizon blue
field uniform for the most part of the
ecorps and khaki for the colonial troops.
the differences are not so mavked, but
they still exist, and only long expericnce
can enable a man to distinguish the
various uniforms.

-

Sleeve Is Place to Look

The following markings, however, are
common to ail branches of the Fremeh
service and are easily recognized.

The various grades of non.commis-
sioned officers are @istinguished by
sinnting bars ou the cuff of the sleove.
The insignia of the commissioned oflicers
is also worn on the cuff, but the bars,
instead of being on a slant, are worn
parallel to ihe edge of the cufl, or, in
certain branches of the serviee, in the
form of Vs turncd upside down.

A second lientenant has one bar, a first
licutenant two, a captain three, a major
four, a licutenant -colonel five, and a
colonel five bars, These bars are either
gold or silver, but all of the same t'olm,
exeept fm- ﬂm Tieutenant colonel, who is
dist d from the colonel bv wear-
ing Dars of different colors, cither two
gold and three sﬂwr or two silver and
three gold.

The rank of an ofhcer Ly also be dis.
tinguished by the braid on the kepi, or
system followed is exactly the
same as that for the bars on the cuff—
one for a second lieutenant up to five for
a colonel.

Onl}; Two Kinds of Generals

There are. only two Kinds of gencrals
in the Freneh Army: Brigndior Generals
and Generals of Division. The former
wonr two stars on the cull of the sleeve
and two silver stars ou the kepi, and
the latter three. A General of Division
may be assigned 10 {he command of a
division, or an army corps, or an army
or group of armies, but his raunk and in-
signia remain the same.

‘The title of Marshal of France is the
highest dignity to what a French
meneral can attain. For many years
there had been no marshals in France,
but two years ago this highest honor
was bestowed upon General Joffre in
recognition of the scivices which he had
rendered to his comntry and hnmanity
In winning the batile of the Marne. A
marshal of France wears seven stars.

Apart from the insignia of rank, there
are. other markings on the French unl-
forms which are of special interest,
Service chievrons are worn on the upper
part of the Ioft sleeve and resemble the

of in
our Army.

One chevron designates one year at
the front; two chevrons designates 18
months at the front; three chevrons
designates two years at the front; four
chevrons designates 30 months at the
front; five chevrons designate three
years at the front These can only be
gainéd by service i the actual fighting
forces.

The wound chevrons are worn on the
right gleeve, one chevron for each wound.

In Recognition of Valor

*+ o The military .decorations which are

worn on the French tunic are the mark

deeds of valor, of devotion to duty or
of motuble service,

First among these iy the Legion of
Honor, which was created by Napolcon
I., and which is divided inte the follow-
ing classes: Knight, Ofiicer, Command-
er, Grand Omcer, and Grand Cross.

‘The insignia is a red ribbon resembling
the service ribbons of our own Army,
and with full dress the five pointed star
in wvhite cnamel is hung from this rib-
ben. In the center of the star is the
head of the Republic with the words,
“French Republic 1870" and on the re-
verse crossed flags with the motto,
“Honor and Country.”

The Legion of HMonor is the regular
award to officers for distingnished serv-
ice. Tt is only granted to non-com-
missioned officers or men for deeds of

most conspicuous gallantry.

The Military Medal is only awarded
to non-commissioned officers and men or
to generals commuanding in the field. Its
ribbon is rellow. with two green stripes,
and -the niedal itself is silver, with the
head of the Republic surrounded by a
gold Innrel wreath, As it is never grant-
ed to line or field officers. it is con-
siderert one of the fin deeorations
which an officer can woar,
ways means that he won it by some deed
of conspicuous bravery when he was an

French Marshal

Jofire.

genervals,  including

The “Fourragere® .

Whe War Cross. a brown Maltese cross
attached to a ribbon with narrow red
and green siripes, Is given only at the
front. is fhe reward of gallantry for
both officers and men in the field, The
meaning of the ingignia pinned on the
ribbon is as follows:

A brown star, mentioned in regimental
or brimide orders: a silver star, men-
tioned in divisional orders: a gilt sfns,
‘mentioned in army corps orders: a palm,
mentioned in gnncml army orders.

Sometimes a man may be entitied to
several starg and palms. though it is
unusual for any individuals to be entiiled
to more than- three or four, Captain
Guynemer, the famous Freneh aviator,
wore twen palms on the ribbon of
hiss war er )

The “Fourragére™ is a_ collective dis-
tinetion awarded to vegiments or bal-
leries for conspicuous serviece. 1t is a
cord wound ronnd {he left shoulder and
hanging down in loops. Tt may be green
and red, or yellow and green, or red.
To obtain the first, a regiment must be
mentioned twice in army orders for gak
Iant conduet: for the second, at least
foirr times, and for the thivd, six thnes

THO‘SE BILLETS

{(With Apnlugncs to Mr Kipling)

I've faken my bunks where T've fonnd
*em;

I've roughed it and ranged in my time;

T've had m® pickin' of billets.

And three of the ot was prime.

One was the lot of a sheep barn,

Cold as the snow-fields at Nome»

One was a dongeon with windows all
arred,

And one was an Adrian home,

:

No. T ain't had no luek with the billets,

For. takin® them all nlong, -

Yout never ean tell Ll vou've tried ‘em.

And then you are sure to beswrong;

There's times that you'll thiuk there are

ones, -

ore’s  {hmes
there ain’i—

But the language von use in deseribin'
Tem all

Ts not quite becomin® a sajnt!

wheiy

youw're sure that

T wus a greenhorn ot Blankville.

New to my dorby of tin,

Off to the sheep-barn they sent me,

And—Wow! Tf was drunghty a

Colder than Greenland. that G

It froze every fime fhat you spit:

But we nested in ostrawe when
weather was paw,

And I learned ahout billets from it!

the

Then we wis ghifted to Mndlown,
Aetin' as Joenl M.I%s,
And they give us what
cooler,
Where tho
134

onee wax g

bt never said, “If ren

walked on our faces at midnight,

Our socks into ribbons they

But a lot dId we care in thaf sfony
eold Iair:

And I learned abont billeis from it.

it

Then we was ordered to Redroaf
Put inlo quarters de lere—

Adrian barracks the name was. -

And there we was happy as ducks.

For the raiu would come down threngh
the ceilin’,

The chimney and stove didn’t 6t.

So between smoke nnd showers we pas<-
od our spare hours:

AndrT lenmnd about billets from it

I've t.xkcn my bunks as I've found ‘em,
The Governments paid for my keep:

The less T am tempted to weop.

T'm used to it now, and I'm seasoned.

And so. in due time. will you be:

So don't gruinble or curse—'enuse they
all might be wors

And learn about billets from me!

FINANCIAL REVIEW

Rumors of the Kaiser's visit to the
western front had an early effect, crent-
ing a firm demand for "mmm\dcx‘. gun
ml and oil stones for sharpening bayo-
nets,  The weck opened with a Bull
tendeney, quickly dispersed by the re-
ceipt. of stocks of delayed tailormades
which still are raling the market. De-
mands for “a pipe {ull” small, bul grow-
ing. Chewing gun strong, with =&
weirkening of me candy trade due to

a4 depletion of Christmuas sapply,  Sweet
chocolate weals.
Heavy receipts of underwear and

tummy bands have fleoded the market
and business is al a standstill.  Oue
sale of three undershirts at a price of
one piair of drawers reported. Hats,
shoes and leggins slill  unobtainable,
with the supply sergeaut ont of sizes
and still talking vaguely of surveys.
‘Tremendous  surplus of beans ang
stew, with the mess serpeant still un.
reasonable.  Usual end of month frane
shortage, with panic unavoidable.

THE PANOPLY OF WAR

The newest private in No. 1 squad
stood at a rigid atiention while the
eapiain siarted down the line on his
first weekly inspection.

The captum stopped.

“What,” be asked, pointing to an ex.
pansive medal on the bulging bosom of
the newest private, “is that?”

“That,” said the newest private
proudly, “is the medal our cow won
at the county fair last year.”

AT A BASE SCHOOL?

Fond Mother (whose son is trying
hard to be an aviator) “¥o think that
they waste so much time teaching the
soldiers to sing! Iere’s Rupert =o
anxious to fly, and he writes that he

of official ition of

has just Snished 30 hours of solo work I

sinee it al-:

enlis sinee hoen i
COTHIN? Since the present war;
hegan. it bas been awarded {o seven

The more that T see of French honsing

THE REGIMEN

And when he's throngh with workh
Becnuse he'’s always festin’ us with
But what he hasn’t learnt as bout

JIf auyihing's a half inch off he ma
1Te's fussy 'bout his etiquette, he's
And he works us all so hard we ha

Wien, fours dr
And snaps an “I;

right!” to him

AS WE KNOW THEM

He map:s us out & round of 4rills to take all night and day,

IIe’s fussy bout his paper work, he's fussy 'bout the guurd,
He's fussy *boutl our shaves and shines
With any guy who doesn't hand the m"‘ht salute fo hirm,
A-liftin® of his elbow with the proper snap and vim.

' He's fussy with the officers, he's Ius‘s;; with us, too:

1¥e works us, hut he loves us; you enn sep it xglfse
ed up all fit to kill, the coltfind md¥

with the ln,mlf
Oh, hes o darn good cnlmwl——d\.xt iz, a8 coloneds. iy

TAL COLONEL

n' us, we dassen’t hit the hay
fake alarms and such—
this war game isp’t much?

urely does go hard

kes an awful stew.
fussv ‘bout our mtheﬁ—
ven't time to mas__,o& l\?,ea

ETIQUETTE TALKS
FOR DOUGHBOYS

Calling Manners

‘By BRAN MASH

The proper proceeding for calling on
a General is this:—

TFirst, you ask the Fop's permission to
speak to the Captain. Then you #sk the

Captain’s permission to speak to the
Major. Then you ask the Major's per-
wmission {0 speak to the Colonel. If you
have all of these, the Colonel will prob-
ably give you permission to speak to
the General, adding in a groff uander-
tone, “And a hell of a lof of good it
will do youl!” To which kindly bit of
advice the proper retort is. “Or you,
either, sir!™  This makes you and the
Colonel bosom friends. Or, if the Colonel
isn't that sort, it m.'ll' g you i hosom
friend of the jug

The correct number of ecards fo leave
at es one of the intérinedinte siations
in this pro is as foilows: Ten cards
for the "Lop, five for the Captain, three
for the Major, and two for the Colonel,
If, by the time you get to the General.
you have any cards left, give him one.
Ife deserves it,

The cards in guestion should be en-
graved in any type that does noi foo
closely emwulate German script. O
English type is pretiy fair, although the

seneral  would  probably  prefer Old
Reofel,  They should Dear your name,
cowmpany equipment, number, organiza-

tion pumber, vifle number, date of ep-
listment, date of lust snccessful vaccina-
tion, dales of inocnlation sagainst
typhoid, paratypliold, hyperparatyphoid,
superhyperparatyphold, gout, and house-
maid's kuee; date of ‘entrance into
formgn sory uce, date when last paid—
going back info nwcicnt histofy-—and
any dates you have kept while in France,
Before showing these cards to the Top's
hautler, the Gapt.un fiunkey, the Major's
lackey, the Colouels dooth. and the
Genoeral's J:mitor, you should take pains
to see that everyone bears vour thumb
print. Therefore, it is well to anoint
your thumb with gun grease or saddle
oil before starting out to eall,

Having arrived at the General's, you
ring the bell if there is one; if there is
1o hell there, you just kick in the door.
The General likes that; he's campaigned
with Indians before, and it makes him
feel at howe.  Onee inside, siand at
satute uniil received. That action will
show that you somehow belong to the
Army, amd~—since he belongs to the Army
too—will put the General entirely at his
ease.

In conversation with the General, one
should never falk sho,.. Shop in hunu‘

includes talking about the weather, so
steer clear of remarks about rain, mud,
ete. References Lo such things will over-
tax the General a great deal; be is just
as aware of them as you are, and when
they are brought up, hie finds it very hard
-0 hold himself in. And he doesn't like
to cuss in the prezence of enlisted men,

The things the General is most in-
terested in ave formal gardening, Cubist
painting, naiional prohibition. the nze of
the Greek testament in schools, settle-
ment work in Chicago and New York, and
who'il win the petmant, now ghet all the
zood infielders have been draffzd. I‘rom
that list pitk out one topic and sindy
up on it for two or three weeks bcfore
going Lo see him.
able “to fiour you on it; but give him s
st tussle as long as you can.
respeet you for it.

If he offers you tea. thank him politely,
but decline. That establishes you at
once as a Regular Gay, and will probably
result in his pufting you down for serv-
ice on {he next raid-—which, of course,
is what you want. If he oﬂ‘crs you any-
thiu:: else, take i, It's almighiy rare
in France.

One should never prolong a eall on a
General over 30 seconds. Tle can ox-
haust any topic yon may be able to
spring on him in that time, and you can
tell him #ll you want to tell him in
half ghat time. To be sure of vourself.
rou ‘¥hd botter stand at atiention while
talking to him, as that pose comes most
naturally to you. If he asks you to sit
down, however, do so at once; his ask
i= ag pood ax a must from any other
pittis i N

If ithe General vequests a loan of five
franes, or a pipefal of Amorlean tobacco,
(dow’t refuse him, hut cough up. To be
on the safe side. always go {o eull on
him equipped with the things you think
he may need. and which he pLiovwant
to borrow. In return. he 1 probably
cut o button off his coat for you to send
back {o vomr gzirl as a seuvenir of the
great Buropean war. If the doesn't offer
to do so. send her one of your own and
tell her it's one of his. She won't know
the difference.

Calling on a General should be not a
habit, but an incident of Army life. He
is 0 bus; p‘hmnm" to keep froublesome
caliers ¥ from you and the likes of
¥on that isn't fair to clutter up his
eatling 1 with inconseyuential visits,
The best rule to follow about Generals is
that {hey shonld be heard and not scen.

. WHO ELSE COULD THEY BE

Officer {examining German pris.ouor) H
“8o you knew there were Americans in
the trenches opposite you, dld yon? How
did you come {o find out?"

G.P.: “Dol voss o Herr Oboerst!
It voss all quiet dere for a long times,
and dinn, von mornen, ve heard s0mp-
otty shant aut. ‘You -————1 Denn
ve knew dere voss Americans dere!™

He will prnlmbly bejs
He will :

WHEN MARS CAME
T0 SANTA’S AID

A Christmas story (delayed in trans-

‘mission) has just arrived at G.IL.Q.,

AE.F., telling of how Santa Clauns came
two months ago to the children of
where there is located one of the Ameri-
can aviation units.

As told by an army chaplain, it ap-
pears that the children of the neigh-
borhood were told early in Decerber
about the Ameriean counterpari of their

“little Jesus,” who, in some similar
miraculous way always manages to

clamber <down the French chimners no
matter how bhot the fire is burning in
the grate, and fills the shoes and stock-
ings of the children with exactly the
{hihgs they need—or thelr parvents think
they need.

a result, when Christmas Five ar-
rived the mess hall wag choked - with
Freneh children, most of whom bronght
<ieir fathers and mothers with them.
There was-high excitement and many in-
quiries about the illuminated Christmas
tree which hiud been =ot up in the corner
and “decked out with linsel, but with-
out any of the packages which this
whiskered American “liftle Josus
to bring. 1t took all the lung-power of
the military band to stop tbe conversa-
tion, .and as soon as f(hat hiad been
effected, ihe commanding officer of the
ehment, with the aid of the loeal
explained to the children just how

xi lmd ait happened

“You d. “the American
travels in a big
s drawn by reindeer, and
ho can only travetl where
We just had o telephone
aving that he was
much agitated, as he had started
out in ample time o reach us, bui his
sleigh couid not go west off the Vo
Mountains, through which he had i
veled without any trouble, When he got
down toward the valley hie found that
there wax not any snow. and even his
six reindesr were unable to pull the
sleigh wiih all its preseuts. T am very
sorry, bui | really don't Lnow what to
do aboui it."

A gasp of horror enme from the ¢hils
dren, but a1 this moment a4 young avia-
tor rushed up to the spenker, pulling on
his aviator's jacket and helmet as he
did g0, and held a whispered conversa-
tion. The eommanding officer smiled
and resumed his talk, 1

“We have j found a wuay,” he said.
“A Hienfenant has vehmicered to go
away off to the Fast in his biplane and
see if he cannof bring Saunta Claus buck
with him.”

There was a yell of delight from the
children, and the whole crowd ran out
to the hangar and watched the aviator
climb into bis seaf, start his engive, and
guide it as it moved ont into the open
and B ared up into the night.

It is really quite rém I\nblo how fast
airplanes can- tmvex,--ﬂn' within tluev
minutes the sound of the propellérs grew
louder, and back through the open field
t0' the hangar eame the same airplane,
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and back of the pilof, sure enough, in the
observer's seat, was an old man with
white whiskers and red coat. The chil-
dren were kept away from him with Qiffi-
culty. In leaving the airplane he had
fo pass
hangar, so that when he emerged into the
Hght it was discovered that he was carry-
ing two enormous sucks on his back. The
band escorted him into the mess hall

» fand there was adistribution of Christmas

presents sich a3 the childremsand the
cure’ of had never before seem.

Of course there are skeptics who do
not believe in Santa Claus, and who de-
clare that the old man with whiskers
was really a young aviator, and that he
had been Iying down in the observer’s
section of the airplane even before the
airplane left the hangar., “These skep-
ties alzo say that they do not believe
Santa Claus ever telephoned that mes-
sage down the Vosges.

But don’t try to muke the children of
~—— believe any such siliy, doubting ex-
plamitions,

STICKING TO HIS ORDERS
“Flalt!

Voice in the Dark: Who's
there?” .
Volve out of the Dark: “St. Peter

on wheels [”
Voice in the Dark: “Dismount, St
Peter!  Advance s be recognized !”

behind the great doors of thej™

TIFFANY &Co
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Capital and Surplus :
Resources more than . :

Guaranty Trust Company of New York

1 & 3 Rue des lialiens,

ERITED STATES DEPOSITA
Places its banking. facilitics at the disposal of the officers

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORBES

Spﬂcx:ﬂ facilities afforded officers with atcounts with this
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EVER-READY SAFETY RAZOR

.

-Greetings from the famous Ever-Ready Dollar Safety Razor,
" the Razors and Blades Used by Millions at Home and by the Enlisted Men.

PLENTIFULLY STOCKED AT YOUR ARMY CANTEEN.

FOR “OVER HERE” AND “OVER THERE” | | -

The “Ever-Ready” Safety Razor is Solidly Best, IffespectiVe of Price. Uncle Sam
Thinks so, Millions of Users Know so; We Prove it and You'll Admit it

at $2.50, $3, 55 and $6 are Proportionally Big Value.

®

Extra “Ever-Ready” Radio Blades, the Blades that
make the “Ever-Ready” Marvelous; 6 for 30c.

AMERICAN SAFETY RAZOR C0., INC., Makers, BROOKLYN, N.Y.

The Standard Dollar Outfit or the More Elaborate Combination Outfits

At Dealers Everywhere—“QOver Here” and “Over There.”

I

|




